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DESCRIPTION 
TiHe of Invention - : Golf Putting Alignment System 
Technical Field 

The invention relates to the game of golf and more importantly to a golf putter having 
an alignment arrangement based on the position of the shaft over the centerline mark 
on the putter head. 

Background of the bivention 

Putting plays an important role in a successful round of golf In order to technically 
execute a proper putt a golfer must be properly positioned relative to the ball and to an 
intended Ihie of the putt. A putter has a striking face, which should be aligned square 
to the desired path of the ball travel. 

It is known that an alignment centerline is placed on the top surface of the putter to aid 
a golfer in positioning the face of a putter square to the target line of the putt. 
Typically, this centerline or aiming line is peipendicular to the face and is positioned 
at the desired area of putter to ball impact. 

In addition to having the putter face aligned to the intended target line a golfer must be 
in the proper position relative to the ball to have proper golf techniques. The eyes of 
the golfer should be over the ball so that when the ball is struck the putter is returned 
to the proper position to send the ball on its desired target Une. 

It takes regular practice to develop a putting stance and stroke to propel a golf ball on 
its intended target line. Golfers of all skill levels have been shown to find this eye 
position and putter alignment difficult to maintain over time. 

An object of the invention is to provide a putter that can be used to indicate when 
proper alignments have been attained for stroking a golf ball. 

A putter that vises a shaft to facilitate alignment of a putter head and a golfer's head 
relative to a ball and a desired path of ball travel is shown, for exmxple, in the 
following United States of America patent 5,564,990 - Weeks. 

Though such a putter has achieved popularity and commercial success, there has been 
a continuing need for improvement 

Summaiy of the Invention 

The above object has been met by a golf putting alignment system that uses the shaft 
attached between the centerline mark and the toe of the putter head to facilitate proper 
alignment of the putter head and golfer's eyes relative to a ball and a desired path of 
ball travel. 
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Golf putting alignment system has a putter, which includes a head having a shaft 
portion on which an alignment mark is formed. This mark allows a golfer to use the 
club shaft in a manner to properly align the putter head relative to an intended path of 
ball travel and to align the golfer's eyes relative to the ball. 

The shaft is attached to the putter head between the centedine mark and the toe of the 
head. The shaft is attached to the toe end of the head opposite to that of a 
conventional putter. The putter head is now closer to the golfer maldng it easier for the 
golfer to get over the putt. The shaft is at an acute angle to the heel position and 
extends directly over the length of putter head in direction away fi-om the toe. 
Attaching the shaft in this position causes the shaft to extend back over putter head, 
thus crossmg the centerline mark on the head. It also makes the shaft run parallel to 
the fece of the putter making it easier to square the face to the target line. 

The centerline mark crosses the width of the putter. An alignment mark is placed on 
the top of the shaft directly over the position the shaft crosses the centa^line mark. 

A golfer lines the putter face at a right angle to the desired path the ball is to travel. 
Then ahgns the alignment mark on the top of the shaft to the centerline mark on the 
head, the putter head becomes square to the target Une and brings the golfer's eyes 
perpendicular over the putt as they should be. In effect, the club shaft is used as part of 
the aiming arrangement both to a^ist a golfer in squaring the putter and to correctly 
set up the golfer over a putt. 

Drawings 

In the drawings, which form a part of this specification. 

Fig. 1 is side view of the face of a right-handed putter with the shaft attached towards 
the toe. The numbers in this drawing represent the following part of the putter; 

1 - Shaft 

2 - Alignment mark on top of the shaft which lines up with the centCTline on 
the head 

3 - Centerline on top of putter head 

4 - Toe 

5 - Heel 

6 - Face 
8 -Sole 

Fig. 2 is a top view of a left-handed putter. The numbers in the drawing represent the 
same parts, as in Fig. 1 the only different number is 7 - Back. 

Fig. 3 shows a golfer positioned over a putter using this system of puttering alignment. 
It shows the putter pointing towards the golfer with the golfers eyes clearly over the 
putter. 
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CLAIMS 

Tifle of Invention - Golf Putting Alignment System 

The embodiment of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed 
are defined as follows: 

1 . A golf putting aligmnent system that uses two reference marks, one on the putter's 
head and one on the putter's shaft that indicates to a golfer when thdr eyes are 
perpendicular over the center of a -putter head when the putter is in the putting 
position. 

2. This position of having the golfer's eyes perpendicularly over the putter center can 
only be achieved by ha^g two points of reference or marics, which line up 
vertically with one another. The first reference point is marked on the putter head 
and the second is directly above it. 

3. To achieve a perpendicular aligmnent of the marks, one of the marks is on the 
center top of the putter head running fi-om the face to the back. The second mark 
can only be placed on the putter's sha,ft where the shaft crosses the centerline of 
the putter head, as viewed fi-om above. 

4. The putter shaft must attached to the putter between the toe and the centerline of 
the putter and extend back over the putter head so that the second mark can be 
applied to the shaft in a position that is directly above the centerline mark. 

5. ITie exact position of the second mark on the putter shaft is determined by 
projecting a perpendicular line fi^om the centerline of the putter head to where it 
intersects the shaft. It is at this intersection that the second mark is placed on the 
shaft. This is the only point on the shaft where a mark can be made that enables 
the golfer's sight line to be perpendicular to the centerline of the putter head. 

6. Golfers now only have to visually align the mark on the shaft to the centerline 
mark on the putter head to know that they now have their eyes perpendicular over 
the putter head. 

7. Any putter can be modified to use this system by moving the shaft forward of the 
centerline and attaching it so tibat it extends back over the l^ogth of the putter 
head. A mark is then placed on the shaft at a point that is perpendicular to tiie 
centerline as describes in claim 5. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



.:!!!„ iiJ-Q 9 'm- :3ib; .„ A s :s 3.. €M 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APj^Pr\TION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENTlPiPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



'^ifc>E] 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 

International Bureau 



(43) International Publication Date 
11 October 2001 (11.10.2001) 




PCT 



lllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllli 

(10) international Publication Number 

WO 01/74456 Al 



(51) International Patent Classification^: A63B 53/00 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/CA0(V00971 

(22) International Filing Date: 28 August 2000 (2S.08.2000) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 

2,303,607 



3 April 2000 (03.04.2000) CA 



(71) Applicant and 

(72) Inventor: LISTER, Gary, R. [CA/CA]; 301 Hemlock St., 
Cultus Lake, British Columbia V2R 4Y7 (CA). 

(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 
I AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, 



DE, DK, DM, DZ, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, 

HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, 
LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, 
NO, NZ, PL, FT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, 
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW. 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM, 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian 
patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European 
patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, 
IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, 
a, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



Published: 

— with international search report 

— with amended claims 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations " appearing at the begin- 
ning of ecu:h regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



: (54) Title: GOLF PUTTING AUGNMENT SYSTEM 




(57) Abstract: A putting system using an 
alignment mark (2) on the top of a shaft 
in relation to the centerline mark (3) on 
the putter head. A golf putting alignment 
system that has a putter, which has the 
shaft (I) attached to the head of the putter 
between the centerline mark (3) and the 
toe (4) of the putter The putter head is 
now closer to the golfer making it easier 
for the golfer to get over a putt. The shaft 
(1) is at an acute angle to the heel position 
and extends directly over the length of 
putter head in direction away from the 
toe. Attaching the shaft in this position 
causes the shaft to extend back over putter 
head, thus crossing the centerline mark 
(3) on the head. An alignment mark (2) 
is placed on the shaft directly over the 
position the shaft crosses the centerline 
mark (3). The golfer lines the putter's 
face (6) square to the desired path the 
ball is to travel. The golfer then aligns 
the alignment mark (2) on the shaft to the 
centerline mark (3) on the head, the putter 
head becomes square to the target line 
and brings the golfer's eyes peipendicular 
over the putt as it should be. 
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CLAIMS / 

Title of Invention - Insey ed Putting Alignment System / 

The embodiment of the invention in which an exclusive property or onvilege is claimed are 
defined as follows: / 

1 . A golf putting alignment system where a putter comprises: / 

• an elongated club shaft having a grip on one end anci the other end is attached to a 
putter head at a junction between the centerline marbmid the toe, 

• the putter head points towards the golfer making/t easier for the golfer to get his/her 
eyes over the putter and ball as opposed toe to /conventional putter where the putter 
head points away from the golfer. / 

• the said putter head having a striking face and having a heel and a toe on the opposite 
sides of said junction, / 

• the said putter head also has a back, top and sole. 

2. The head has a centerline mark running the width of it and perpendicular to the face and 
is positioned at the desired area of putter to ball contact. 

3. The said shaft is attached at an aoute angle to the heel position and extends directly over 
the length of putter head in direpiipn away from the toe and parallel to the face. 

4. Attaching the shaft in this position causes the shaft to extend back over putter head, thus 
crossing the centerline marie on the head. 

5. An alignment mark is placed on the top of the shaft directly over the position the shaft 
crosses the centerline mark. 

6. The putting systen/ using an alignment mark on the top of a shaft in relation to the 
centerline mark on the putter head 

7. When the alig^ent mark on the top of the shaft is aligned to the centerline rtiark on the 
head, the pufter head becomes square to the target line and brings the golfer's eyes 
perpendiciJar over the putter and ball as they should be. 

8. This ali^mient system can be used on different types of putter heads such as blade, 
mallets or heel toe weighted. 

9. Th^ alignment system can be used for left-hand or right-hand putters. 

10. yrhis alignment system can be used when a shaft is attached by a neck that allows for the 
/ shaft to run parallel to the face either in the back or front of the putter. The key is that the 

/ shaft has to be attached between the centerline mark and the toe. 
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CLAIMS 

Title of Invention - Golf Putting Alignment System 

The embodiment of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is claimed 
are defined as follows: 

1. A golf putting alignment system that uses two reference marks, one on the putter's 
head and one on the putter's shaft that indicates to a golfer when their eyes are 
perpendicular over the center of a putter head when the putter is in the putting 
position. 

2. This position of having the golfer's eyes perpendicularly over the putter center can 
only be achieved by having two points of reference or marks, which line up 
vertically with one another. The first reference point is marked on the putter head 
and the second is directly above it. 

3. To achieve a perpendicular alignment of the marks, one of the marks is on the 
center top of the putter head running fi-om the face to the back. The second mark 
can only be placed on the putter's shaft where the shaft crosses the centerline of 
the putter head, as viewed from above. 

4. The putter shaft must attached to the putter between the toe and the centerline of 
the putter and extend back over the putter head so that the second mark can be 
applied to the shaft in a position that is directly above the centerline mark. 

5. The exact position of the second mark on the putter shaft is determined by 
projecting a perpendicular line fi-om the centerline of the putter head to where it 
intersects the shaft. It is at this intersection that the second mark is placed on the 
shaft. This is the only point on the shaft where a mark can be made that enables 
the golfer's sight line to be perpendicular to the centerline of the putter head. 

6. Golfers now only have to visually align the mark on the shaft to the centerline 
mark on the putter head to know that they now have their eyes perpendicular over 
the putter head. 

7. Any putter can be modified to use this system by moving the shaft forward of the 
centerline and attaching it so that it extends back over the length of the putter 
head. A mark is then placed on the shaft at a point that is perpendicular to the 
centerline as describes in claim 5. 
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CLAIMS 

Title of Invention -Inseyed Putting Alignment System 

The embodiment of the invention in which an exclusive property is claimed, are defined 

as follows: 

1. A golf putting alignment system that aligns a golfer's eyes perpendicular over the 
centerline of a putter, the said alignment system is applied to a putter that has a shaft 
attached near the toe of a putter head and extends up and across the center line and 
passes over the heel, the said putting alignment system uses two reference marks, the 
first mark being the centerline on a putter's head and the second mark being a 
corresponding mark on the top of a putter's shaft perpendicular to the centerline mark 
below, the only point on the top shaft that can be used for the second line is the pomt 
perpendicular from the centerline, when the two lines are visually aligned it indicates 
to a golfer that their eyes are perpendicular over the center of a putters head when a 
putter is in the putting position. 
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